[Extrapleural approach for patent ductus arteriosus and coarctation of the aorta].
During the period of 1989 to 1990, 6 consecutive children with patent ductus arteriosus or coarctation of the aorta underwent operative therapy. Ligation or division of patent ductus arteriosus or subclavian flap angioplasty for coarctation of the aorta were performed by extrapleural approach with axillary or posterolateral incision. Patients' ages ranged from 9 days to 8 years. Weights ranged from 3 to 30 kg. It was very easy to have better operative field and beneficial to protect the lung against mechanical injury. Extrapleural approach was not so easy in an 8-year-old patient with firm connective tissue. Therefore, this procedure is considered to be suitable for younger children.